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FEB 22, 1948 - SEP 18, 2024

' I \ homas P. McLaughlin, a cherished husband, father, and decorated veteran,

passed away peacefully on September 18, 2024, in Seaford, Delaware. Born on
February 22, 1948, in New London, Connecticut, Thomas was a man of exceptional
character, known for his loving nature, kindness, and unwavering faith.

Tom was a man of principal, faith, and strong ideals. He was defined by his role as a soldier,
husband, father, grandfather, and a loyal friend. Straight out of High School, he joined the US
Army. He was soon married to his wife, Pam, and became a father to his first son, Tim. Tom
served with the 82nd Airborne Division. He later was deployed to the war in Vietnam where he
served with the 101st Airborne Division and the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam — Mobile
Advisory Team 44. After returning to the United States as a decorated, wounded combat veteran,
Tom finished his active duty at Ft. Benning, Georgia as a Platoon Sergeant with the 197th Infantry
Brigade, training new soldiers.

After his active-duty military service, he focused on creating a meaningful home life and
providing everything he could for his family. He had two more sons, Sean and Alex. Tom had
numerous lasting relationships throughout his life, many of which were born from his 30 years
walking the community of Seaford, DE as a Letter Carrier for the United States Postal Service.
The USPS provided a stable environment for him and his wife to raise their family. As Tom’s boys
grew up, he was an active participant as a Scout Leader in Boy Scouts, a coach in Little League
Baseball, and an Instructor in Hunter Safety. Tom was always there for his boys and didn’t hesitate
to extend his love and selflessness to their young friends as well. His life experience led him to
believe that a parent’s responsibility is to prepare their children to be self-sufficient and pave their
own path in life. He brought that approach to everything that he endeavored within his
community. His intent was always to give people in his life the tools that they needed to help
themselves into the future. This was true whether it was coaching baseball, hunting, personal
relationships, matters of faith, and even bowling. He never held back. He always took time for a
conversation.
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After retiring from the USPS, Tom had many hobbies and interests. He loved NCAA Baseball,
photography, hunting, and spending time out on a lawnmower, landscaping with his friends at
Manlove Lawncare. Later in life, as his health declined and his struggle with serious disease grew,
he continued to inspire and pass on his perspective in hopes to better the lives of those he cared
for. He fought and struggled until he gave everything he had. This was who he was in all aspects of
his life. His is forever a life of service.

He leaves behind his beloved wife of 57 years, Pamela McLaughlin (née Lindell), and their sons,
Tim (Kathy), Sean (Elisa), and Alex (Karen). Granddaughters Cambria, Peyton, and Morgan; Sister
Karen Bernard, Brother Gerald (Dana), Sister In Law Paula Wells, Brother In Law Pierce Lindell
(Teresa) and numerous nieces and nephews. Thomas was predeceased by his parents, Thomas
James and Nora Mae (Holmgren) McLaughlin. His brothers Edward and Richard Parker.

Visitation for family and friends will be on Friday, September 27th, 2024, from 5:00 pm to 7:00
pm and Watson Yates Funeral Home (Parsell) 609 E. King St, Seaford, DE 19973

A Funeral Service will be held on: Sunday, September 29th,2024 at 2:00 pm at Mt Olivet United
Methodist Church 815 High St, Seaford, DE 19978. A reception will follow the Funeral Service at
the Nanticoke River Yacht Club 30 Market Street, Blades, DE 19973.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations in Thomas's name be made to Mt Olivet
United Methodist Church at 815 High St, Seaford, DE 19973 or

Fisher House Foundation, Inc. at https:/fisherhouse.org

12300 Twinbrook Pkwy, Suite 410, Rockville, MD 20852
Kindly visit the Tribute wall available on this website to add your message.

FLORIST NOTE: PLEASE HAVE ALL FLOWERS DELIVERED ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,
2024 BY 12:00 PM TO WATSON YATES FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM IN SEAFORD .
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Events

Visitation

= Friday, September 27,2024
(® 5:00PM-7:00 PMET

@ Watson-Yates Funeral Home & Crematorium
609 E King St, Seaford DE 19973

Memorial Service

ﬁ Sunday, September 29,2024
(® 2:00PM - 3:00 PMET

@ Mt. Olivet United Methodist Church
315 High Street, Seaford DE 19973

Thomas P.McLaughlin

FEB 22,1948 - SEP 18,2024
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Tribute Wall Thomas P.McLaughlin

FEB 22,1948 - SEP 18,2024

Kim P. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Thomas.

May 19 at 11116 AM

The Maddox Family And Hardy Family sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to
the McLaughlin family.

September 27 at6:42 PM

The Maddox Family And Hardy Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of
Thomas.

September 27 at 6:42 PM

Luis Santiago Family sent an Enduring Grace to the McLaughlin family.

September 24 at 8:52 PM

Luis Santiago Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Thomas.

September 24 at 8:52 PM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the McLaughlin family.

September 24 at 9111 AM
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Tribute Wall Thomas P.McLaughlin

FEB 22,1948 - SEP 18,2024

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the McLaughlin family. r

September 23 at10:40 AM

Charley Shaffer posted:

Tom worked for my dad at the Esso station where Hardee's is now. He had a 57 Chevy. Wonderful
memories

September 23 at 4:49 AM

Larry & Doris posted:

Tom was our mailman many years ago. Very nice gentleman and veteran. It was always great to
see him and his smile.

September 21at 3:00 PM

@ Charley Shaffer September 22 at 3:32 PM
Tom worked for my dad at the esso station, where Hardee's stands now

Larry Manlove posted:

Tom was a great friend, worked with me for 13 years and Brotherin Christ. He is now being
comforted by Jesus

September 21at11:47 AM

@ Ben Chaffinch September 22 at 4:20 AM

My very Best Friend ! My Little Buddy ! He followed me around his first day of school.... And
has been with me ever since, including Best Man at our Wedding. We Loved Tom and will
miss him everyday. Ben and Kay Chaffinch.
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Thomas by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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